Collectanea.
Fair of the American Institute.?The annual fair of the American Institute was held at Castle Garden, in the month of October, and the collection of articles of manufacture, there exhibited, was as large and attractive as on any former year since the organization of the institution. The articles exhibited in the dental line were less than usual, embracing some half a dozen cases, containing artificial teeth, single and in blocks, a few of them mounted for actuifceervice, but by far the greater part merely for show. There were no teeth there which were considered worthy of special recommendation by the judges appointed to examine and report upon this branch of manufacture.
A dentist's press, intended for compressing gold plates into form, was the only article which the judges thought of sufficient importance to elicit a recommendation from them, and this they considered too small for the purpose intended. One constructed upon similar principles, sufficiently large for all practical purposes, might prove to be a useful article?though it is doubtful whether it would supersede the drop or hammer.
There was also a case exhibited, containing two beautiful chloroform inhalers, and one entire upper set of teeth, upon Mr. Rigg's principle of atmospheric pressure, which it was stated had been worn six years. These were manufactured by Mr The principal recommendation of this metal is the facility with which it may be used, after a little practice. To the wax impression add a border of the same material, an inch and a half high, place it in the bottom of a basin, and fill with cold water very near to the top of the wax border. The melted metal may now be poured directly into the wax, and should be cooled as soon as possible, by throwing the cold water immediately over it. The metal for the matrix should be melted in a strong wrought iron dish, and kept in it while striking up the plate, to prevent it from cracking. A block of hard wood should also be placed over the die to strike upon, for the same reason. This metal would not resist the blow when placed in the drop, but flew into a thousand pieces. It This preparation is poured into the wax impression, which was previously hardened, thus saving the trouble of taking plaster models, and of moulding in sand.
